CHAPTER VI
MUSTAFA KEMAL
WHEN Mustafa Kemal 'or Kemal Atatiirk.1
"Father of the Turks", as he came to be called)
died in November 1938, the nation indulged in
an orgy of grief such as has not been witnessed in the
modern world. Women fainted with grief as the cata-
falque passed. Men wept in the streets, youths wept,
children wept. And a year later it was still possible for
an embarrassed European to attend a dinner-party in
Ankara where, over dessert, at the mention of the dead
President^ the assembled company once again gave way
to their grief and recounted with sobs reminiscences of
their personal contacts" with the great man. Kemal Ata-
tiirk was not only the originator and leader of the Kerna-
Hst Revolution: he seemed to be in some sense its em-
bodied spirit. The reverence in which he was held was,
for all his own scepticism and strongly secularist temper,
of a semi-religious kind. If nationalism was the imple-
ment which forged the new State, Kemal Atatiirk
wielded the hammer and created the anvil, and it is
to his human strength and intelligence, as much as to
the revolutionary raw material he found, that the birth of
a new Republic was due.
That he was aware of his emotional significance in the
1 Atatiirk was a surname adopted in 1932, when by law it be-
came obligatory for all Turks to adopt surnames, which previously
they had not had. At one time, for example, there were five indis-
tinguishable General Kazims. It was thanks to this reform that the
present President of the Republic became Ismet Jnonu; the sur-
name was chosen for him specially by Atatiirk in memory of his
victory over the Greeks at Inonii in 1921.
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